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by Yuan, Meng

Department of Cross—Cultural Studies
Graduate School, Kookmin University,

Seoul, Korea

From the first time I stepped into a museum as a child, I was struck by the
entire scene. The array of exhibits, spanning from historical artifacts to works
of art, captivated my attention with their exquisite craftsmanship. I felt like I
was encountering a plethora of fascinating items I had never seen before. This
experience ignited my passion for history and exhibitions, making museums my
go—to destination from childhood into adulthood. As I grew older, I continued to
frequent museums around the world. It wasn’t just about seeking the novelty
that museums offered; it was also about finding solace in the museum
environment, connecting emotionally and spiritually with others who shared the
same goal of exploration.

In recent years, modern museums have seen rapid development, with richer
collections and an abundance of vibrant, unique exhibitions. However, despite
these advancements, many museums still face challenges such as inadequate
promotion, insufficient educational functions, and struggles to attract audiences.
Therefore, I chose to study "Cross—Cultural Studies” at Kookmin University.
Through this thesis, I aim to address the current issues facing museums using
the science of emotions, allowing modern humans to better understand museum
culture and have enhanced emotional experiences within them.

The first chapter of this thesis raises three questions: Why do humans
establish museums? What are the shortcomings of the educational function of

museums? And how do we define the aesthetic concept within museums? By
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employing the methodology of emotional science, it is established that the
eternal essence of the human spirit is the reason behind the establishment of
museums. Through understanding human nature, museums are defined as
beautiful and sacred schools.

The second chapter primarily explores the Confucian concept of "To seek
knowledge from things(k¥£c%1)” in "The Great Learning(k%)” using science
of feelings. It delves into the inherent necessity of understanding the essence of
things through internal contemplation and self-understanding, forming cognitive
concepts of emotions naturally, and achieving proper learning and understanding
of emotions, ultimately comprehending the "Pure and Supreme Goodness(FfifE=
)" of things. This is the emotional science interpretation of "To seek
knowledge from things.” The third chapter utilizes emotional science to
understand the concept of "extensive learning(§£)” in "The Doctrine of the
Mean.("J#)” What we learn in museums is the inherent necessity of all things.
Through our bodies and emotions, which exist infinitely, we understand the
inherent necessity of things with our minds, pursuing eternal and infinite life
and love, ultimately achieving the highest happiness. The fourth chapter
corresponds to the first chapter, providing a detailed explanation of why humans
establish museums, how to address the shortcomings of educational issues, and
how to understand the beauty and sacredness of museums.

In conclusion, the aesthetics of museums involve exploring the beauty of
everything created by humans. Everything exists in its purest form. Human
emotions also exist in their purest form. Everything expressing the
understanding gained from understanding the purity of nature’s purity is present
in museums. Learning this fact is the essence of "The Great Learning” "To
seek knowledge from things” and the "extensive learning” of "The Doctrine of
the Mean.” Therefore, our ultimate goal within museums is to achieve a proper
understanding of our own emotions and a comprehension of the "Pure and
Supreme Goodness” of things. It is essential to recognize that museums are
beautiful spaces where human emotions and spirits converge across time and
space. Within our museums, we should acknowledge the beauty and value of
different eras or the entire world, experiencing the beauty and happiness of

integral emotions.
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